The separation of the blades from the handles of the obstetric forceps greatly facilitates their use; but the principal difficulty, that of locking them, remains, and is, for the first time, entirely removed by the improvement which I have now to mention. It is simply this:?The handles, hitherto separate, are united by a common circular or scissor joint. This is a feature in the instrument which, with the separate blades, is entirely new, and renders its use more easy and accurate. Their proximate ends are so made as to slip easily into sockets suited to them in the stems of the blades, to which they become securely fixed by catch-springs. When the blades are introduced and properly adjusted on the head, the handles, united, are readily applied to them, and immediately, the operator finds he has the head already firmly fixed in the grasp of the instrument, and that all the difficulty of locking has been avoided. Another important improvement is that the blades are so much more curved, and fit the head so closely, that 110 space is left between them and the presenting part of the head. By this, the difficulty of extraction, especially when the outlet is narrow, and the danger of injury to the soft parts, are much lessened. The handles are of steel, small and short, but well curved, so as to give a secure hold.
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